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Workers^ 

Paring 

' By- Jack ;EiW ' . 

. 'Washltiartoii' tost staff Writer ■' 

The Metro transit agency,, 
operator of the’ area’s bus sys- 
:tem and builder of the future 
sp-bway, has^^. agreed to. . subsi- 
dize automobile ^ parking." for 
125. employees who work at its 
headquarters and have, free 
Impasses to ride to work bj^'^hus. 

- Jackson Graham, Metro gen- 
eral 'manager, approved the 
subsidy~^p to $10 a moirth 
starfing Sept; -"1 — in an' unan- 
nouhced "memorandum sent v? 
May iO to the president of. the 
transit agency’s employee ‘-or- 
ganization. 'A copy of the/ , 
meihQ was, obtained by The . 
Washington .Post, i . ' ' ^ 

7 1 ■ Graham confirmed and de- 

f;^n4^.Ws:decisipnr, yesterday^ • 

saying .'it \ was 'sparked' ' by a 
forthcoming sharp increase in 
monthly parking, rates in the 
ba^sement of L^Enfant !^laza in 
rj; Sbuthwes;t ..Washington,.' where 
i^[ Metro ;:now .; has . its 'headquar: 

Metro’s ’decisipn to subsidize 
car parking comes at- a time 
whendhe Igepcy itself is pro- 
moting -increased public use of 
.the buSjKnelf it' aedhired.' from 
:the.^ p^fevious priyate ^owners 
eady ihis year;, and .when pub- ; 
licnjiQlicy, ^ :is .,.ain^ed, ^ncr^eas- 
in^lyt' at 1' discouraging ^ auto , 
parking iilHhe coiigeste.d cent 
tyal'qity. i ( ' V 

The, i 12^^ '^nhsidized i^etro 
employees, ^Ebpit ope-third^of 
the'^- 'agency's ' headquahers 
staffj^occupy ' spaces that now' 
cost f; $23.2$ vdp5. $32 a ; month, 
accordingito^ 
ville j'Metrqsnianagem^nt 

icesidireotbrV -I ' « r’-' > 

Vn'der lease, t^ese ’ 

ratqsi'wj-M^Taugeyfrom $40 to 
^6, .an ihcreash’;jPf about $18, , 
starting 'Sept'.-\1. Of this cost 
Hse,,;;;lGraham.-^'^a^^ tl^at 

Metro Vill pay. up'to $10/ 

Jlayille estimated Hhe tptal 

cofet to Metro at between $5,- 
300 apd $7^000 between^' S?pt;, 1 
;8md ‘.-rilxt^lMa^h;. '.wto 
aieheyV^f scheduled; to^ove 
intojts ^wn^new 
'Oth^-ahd’LG Streets •' " . 

' tBgth:%la\dlle and praham 
Mid the ' number of 'narking 


parking ; 
.spMeS-iiWilk , he; sharply, cUr- , 

B led;>at . t,h 9 ;'*hew iheadquar* ■ 
S.'^apd- tha^'^eipplpyees ;.ns- 
sfghedahpse -’spaces' , 

,hharged>4he? ’ sajne . $39' to ^$40 
they^wilPpay.iitthe meantime 

aMtEnMnt'l^^^^^^^^^ y^ill . 
hS;ho at the hhw ’ 


Palmer a ' MdtrbrV/ 
md president, of '^e 


agencyls -"Employees f or Prdg-^ 
-ntigh, ..ptoiested 



Metro Gives 
Subsid}^ for 
Car Parking 

PARKING, From ei 

the L’Eirfant Plaza^arklng in- 
creases in a niemo to Graham 
on April 11. 

,v Graham said he and other 
top Metro officials agonized 
over the situation for nearly a, 
month before responding. 

Graham said ;he was aware 
of the seeming anomaly of a 
public transit agency subsidiz- 
ing the use Of cars. But, i he 
said, the question was one of 
maintaining employee morale, 
since it takes a, typical com- 
muter about twice as long to 
get to , work by bus as^by car. 
Existihg publle transportation, 
he said, “won’t serve most of 
our people.” ' 

Moreover, he said, many em- 
ployees use their cars regu- 
larly on Metro btisiness. He 
noted tfiat about 30 of them 
needed cars last night to at- 
tend a pubUc hearing in Alex- 
andria and to get home after- 
ward.;;;;/' ■. 

Although^, mproved Mi^ice 
into, ,South^yesf /MfaMiwglon 
has resulted lij .a /’gradual in- 
crease of bus commuting by 
Metro f employees* Graham 
said there was no significant 
riM when all employees Were 
granted* free bus; passes after 
the agency took over the bus 
lines.’;/ /'^ v---v: 

Graham said he has the 
power to make the decision on 
a parking subsidy without con- 
sulting the Metro board of di- 
rectors. The directors get free 
parking when they attend 
weekly ; board- ^.meetings , at 
E’Enfant<Plaza.,/';'r 
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